
News Release on Dialogue on “Cities and Pandemics,” during the High Level 

Meeting of Committee of Permanent Representatives 

The High Level Dialogue on “Cities and Pandemic,” was held during the High Level 

Midterm review of Committee of Permanent Representatives on June 30th, 2021. The 

dialogue aimed to clarify implications of Covid-19 on the strategic plan of UN-Habitat 

as well as relevance of cities as they are recovering from the pandemic facing other 

sustainability challenges such as climate change, urban sprawl and growing 

inequalities. 

Cities have become epicenters for the spread of Covid-19 due to their economic 

activities and interconnectedness. By mid, 2020 90% of the cases were recorded in 

cities and local measures to mitigate the spread, profoundly impacted local 

economies.Unplanned,densely populated urban communities without commensurate 

infrastructure have been weak spots with greater prevalence and risk. 

Vaccine Apartheid was at the centre of the Dialogue on Cities and Pandemic. 10% of 

the countries are holding 80% of the vaccine. Hoarding of vaccine increased possibility 

of virus mutation reducing the ability to control the pandemic even in rich nations 

that have bagged vaccines. A broad agreement ensuring equitable, universal and 

affordable access to the vaccine is a moral imperative, the only way to overcome the 

pandemic and a resilient and sustainable world recovery. 

Corona virus pandemic deepened the already existing inequalities and is having 

devastating social and economic consequences for older people, women and girls. 

These groups are compounded by economic difficulties and limited access to 

healthcare especially in the informal settlement. Lost livelihoods, stresses on mental 

health and disproportionate increase in burden of care work increased risk of 

domestic violence exposing an area yet to be addressed. 

This Covid-19 virus exposed deep weakness in the delivery of public services and 

structural inequalities. This called for unprecedented level of social assistance and 

liquidity support measures implemented to cushion individuals, households and 

business. There is need for these measures to be proportionate, non-discriminating 

and have a specific focus to protect the well-being of people. 



The pandemic made services to go online such as public service, education and 

meetings hence issues of cyber bullying, cyber-security and the digital divide became 

rampant. Governance systems worked well with critical health authorities to 

coordinate and communicate their actions effectively and flexibly across all sectors 

using the e-governance tool. The availability of reliable data proved essential in 

enabling decision making and impact monitoring on the upsurge of the Covid-19 

virus.  

In conclusion, the magnitude of response to Covid-19 must match the scale of the 

crisis by enhancing large-scale, coordinated and comprehensive international 

responses guided by World Health Organization guidelines. There is need for an 

integrated recovery planning to identify transformative policy pathways for 

accelerating progress towards national development priorities and ensure that we are 

resilient to future shocks and stresses including future global pandemics. 

 

 


